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EXCEL ACTIVITY 24
Average It!  

What you will learn:  how to use the AVERAGE function, formatting decimals.   
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1.  Open a new spreadsheet file.  Make the necessary adjustments for landscape mode, footers with name and Activity 24, gridlines and headers. 

2.  Set up the spreadsheet so it looks like this:  
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3.  Change the column widths as needed. 

[image: image4.wmf]4.  Read the information about Average Function at the right.  

5.  Click cell B11.  Type = AVERAGE(B1:B10).
Press <Enter>.  

6.  Click again on cell B11.  Fill Right to copy the formula to cells C11 through E11.  Since you have not yet added numbers to columns D and E, D11 and E11 will remain empty temporarily.  (Or display #DIV/0!)
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7.  Add any numbers (data) to cells D1 through D10 and E1 through E10.  As you enter the numbers, watch what happens to the displayed average in row 11.  


8.  Format the numbers in cells B11, C11, D11, and E11 so no decimals are displayed.  Use the  Decrease Decimal button from the Formatting Toolbar.  Select any cells with decimals showing and click on the Decrease Decimal button.  




9. If you wanted to find the average of numbers in cells C3 through Y3 in a spreadsheet, what would the function look like?  Type No. 9 and then type your answer beginning in cell A14. (If you just type the answer it will compute the formula – you must type the No. 9 first!)
10.  Using your mathematical order of operations, what would the formula look like that would compute the average of the numbers in cells B1 through B10 above?  Use cell location to write the formula, but do NOT use the average function.  Type No. 10 and then type your answer beginning in cell A15. 

11.  What is the advantage of using the AVERAGE function over using the formula in #10?

Type your answer beginning in cell A16.  

12.  Print Preview that you still fit on one page.  Compare Formulas to  Answer key. Save as Activity 24.  Submit through Edmodo or as directed by your teacher. 
ABOUT THE AVERAGE FUNCTION:


Functions are calculations the spreadsheet knows how to compute  We worked with the SUM function back in Activity 12.  The AVERAGE function is like the SUM function.





What does the AVERAGE function do?  It automatically calculates the average of the numbers found in a range of cells.  The cells can be located within columns or rows.  





What does AVERAGE function look like?


As you recall, all formulas begin with an equal sign.  This applies to the AVERAGE function as well.  A range of cells to which the function will be applied must be specified.  An example is =AVERAGE(A1:A10).  The word Average is NOT case sensitive.  





How does the AVERAGE function work?


To use the AVERAGE function to determine the average of numbers located in cells A2, B2, C2, and D2, you first click the cell in which you would like the average to be displayed.  (Maybe E2?)  Next, type = AVERAGE(A2:D2).  Press <Enter>.  The average will be automatically calculated and displayed in this cell.  





Remember!  If you see the #### symbols in any of the cells, that means the column is not wide enough to display the number.  Increase the column width.  





Increase Decimal





Decrease Decimal





I wonder what the AVERAGE life span of a droid will be?!








